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This survey was conducted by Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research in 
conjunction with American Viewpoint for the Los Angeles Times and the 
University of Southern California College of Letters, Arts and Sciences.

These findings are based on a California statewide telephone survey of 1515 
registered voters conducted March 23-30, 2010, with 1333 respondents reached 
through landline telephones and 182 respondents reached through cellular 
phones. The survey was dialed with bilingual interviewers and respondents were 
given the option of completing the interview in Spanish or English. 

The survey has a margin of error of +/- 2.6 percent.

About this survey

This presentation also references data from the previous survey conducted for 
the Los Angeles Times and USC by Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research in 
conjunction with Public Opinion Strategies. The survey was conducted among 
1,500 California registered voters between October 27-November 3, 2009 (margin 
of error: +/- 2.6 percent).
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The political landscape
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55

10

34

82

Right direction Wrong track Right direction Wrong track

Californians more pessimistic about direction of state than the nation

Direction of the Country Direction of California

And now, generally speaking, do you think that things in the 
state of California are going in the right direction, or do you 
feel things have gotten pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

Generally speaking, do you think that things in this country
are going in the right direction, or do you feel things have 
gotten pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

Wrong Track: 
+21

Wrong Track: 
+72
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Strongly Disapprove Strongly Approve

Obama approval high, Schwarzenegger and state legislature low
Do you approve or disapprove of the job being done by:

1867

Dianne Feinstein as 
U.S. Senator

5834Barack Obama as 
President

Don’t Know/ 
Refused

15

7

4634

Barbara Boxer as 
U.S. Senator

20

4038

The California State 
Legislature

22

2570
Arnold 
Schwarzenegger as 
Governor of CA

5
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25
3437

24

Approve Disapprove Approve Disapprove

Strongly Approve Strongly Disapprove

Obama approval has held stable over the past few months

November 2009 March 2010

34

60 58

34

Do you approve or disapprove of the job being done by Barack Obama as President of the United States? 

Approve +24Approve: +26
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23

3841

22

Favorable Unfavorable Favorable Unfavorable

Very Favorable Very Unfavorable

Also remains just as personally popular

November 2009 March 2010

33

65 64

33

I am going to read you a list of names. For each, I would like you to tell me your impression of that person as of today: do 
you feel very favorable toward them, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable toward that person 
-- or haven't you heard enough about them to say? What is your impression of Barack Obama?

Favorable +31Favorable: +32

Not enough to say: 1 Not enough to say: 2
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35

58

43

Approve Disapprove Approve Disapprove

Strongly Approve Strongly Disapprove

Just one-in-four voters approve of Schwarzenegger

November 2009 March 2010

62

33
25

70

Do you approve or disapprove of the job being done by Arnold Schwarzenegger as Governor of California? 

Disapprove +45Disapprove: +29
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30

59

38

Favorable Unfavorable Favorable Unfavorable

Very Favorable Very Unfavorable

Schwarzenegger sees fall in favorability since last fall

November 2009 March 2010

57

41
29

68

I am going to read you a list of names. For each, I would like you to tell me your impression of that person as of today: do 
you feel very favorable toward them, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable toward that person 
-- or haven't you heard enough about them to say? What is your impression of Arnold Schwarzenegger?

Unfavorable +39Unfavorable: +16

Not enough to say: 2 Not enough to say: 2
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27
1818

28

Approve Disapprove Approve Disapprove

Strongly Approve Strongly Disapprove

Boxer approval rating mostly stable

November 2009 March 2010

36
43

40 38

Do you approve or disapprove of the job being done by Barbara Boxer as U.S. Senator? 

Approve +2Approve: +7
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44

3

44

Approve Disapprove Approve Disapprove

Strongly Approve Strongly Disapprove

State legislature continues to receive lowest ratings of all

November 2009 March 2010

66

20 18

67

Do you approve or disapprove of the job being done by The California State Legislature? 

Disapprove +49Disapprove: +46
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The election for U.S. Senate
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15
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Very Unfavorable Very Favorable

Favorability of the Senate candidates
I am going to read you a list of names. For each, I would like you to tell me your impression of that 
person as of today: do you feel very favorable toward them, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable, or very unfavorable toward that person -- or haven't you heard enough about them to say?

Tom Campbell 1812

4637Barbara Boxer

Fav. –
Unfav. 

+6 37

+9 86

+2 24Chuck DeVore 86

ID 

Carly Fiorina 1116 -5 37
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19

7

31

23

Tom Campbell Carly Fiorina Chuck DeVore Undecided

Tom Campbell Carly Fiorina Chuck DeVore Undecided
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Campbell, Fiorina in tight race with one-third undecided
I know it is a long way off, but thinking about the Republican primary for senator this June, if the Republican primary 
election for senator was held today and the candidates were businesswoman Carly Fiorina, former Congressman Tom 
Campbell and California State Assemblyman Chuck DeVore, for whom would you vote? 

25
29

Note: Asked of registered Republicans and respondents who are registered as 
“decline to state” but indicated they usually vote in Republican primaries.

9

Campbell: +4
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31

10

42

Barbara Boxer The Republican Candidate Undecided

Barbara Boxer The Republican Candidate Undecided

Boxer polls okay against generic challenger, but under 50 percent
I know that it is a long way off, but thinking about the general election for the U.S. Senate this November, if the general 
election for the senate was held today and the candidates were Senator Barbara Boxer and the Republican candidate, for 
whom would you vote? 

34

48

Boxer: +14
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41
31

67

22
17

12

42

64

1010 89

Boxer Rep. Und. Boxer Rep. Und. Boxer Rep. Und. Boxer Rep. Und.

Barbara Boxer The Republican Candidate Undecided

Boxer earns lead of two-to-one among DTS voters
I know that it is a long way off, but thinking about the general election for the U.S. Senate this November, if the general 
election for the senate was held today and the candidates were Senator Barbara Boxer and the Republican candidate, for 
whom would you vote?

Total RepublicansDemocrats

48

34

71

12 13

72
Boxer: +14 Boxer: +59 Boxer: +24

DTS

Republican: +59

50

26



April 2010 Greenberg Quinlan RosnerPage 17 | 

The election for governor
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Very Unfavorable Very Favorable

Favorability of the gubernatorial candidates
I am going to read you a list of names. For each, I would like you to tell me your impression of that 
person as of today: do you feel very favorable toward them, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable, or very unfavorable toward that person -- or haven't you heard enough about them to say?

Meg Whitman 3023

4128Jerry Brown

Fav. –
Unfav. 

+7 60

+13 74

-8 46Steve Poizner 1523

ID
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14 1313 16

Favorable Unfavorable Favorable Unfavorable

Very Favorable Very Unfavorable

Brown’s favorability stable

November 2009 March 2010

27

44 41

28

I am going to read you a list of names. For each, I would like you to tell me your impression of that person as of today: do 
you feel very favorable toward them, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable toward that person 
-- or haven't you heard enough about them to say? What is your impression of Jerry Brown?

Favorable +13Favorable: +17

ID: 76 ID: 74
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87

14

Favorable Unfavorable Favorable Unfavorable

Very Favorable Very Unfavorable

Whitman sees huge jump in name ID, has positive rating

November 2009 March 2010

14
17

30

23

I am going to read you a list of names. For each, I would like you to tell me your impression of that person as of today: do 
you feel very favorable toward them, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable toward that person 
-- or haven't you heard enough about them to say? What is your impression of Meg Whitman?

Favorable +7Favorable: +3

ID: 38 ID: 60
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21

10

Favorable Unfavorable Favorable Unfavorable

Very Favorable Very Unfavorable

Poizner also sees large jump in name ID; now seen more negatively

November 2009 March 2010

7
11

15

23

I am going to read you a list of names. For each, I would like you to tell me your impression of that person as of today: do 
you feel very favorable toward them, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable toward that person 
-- or haven't you heard enough about them to say? What is your impression of Steve Poizner?

Unfavorable +8Favorable: +4

ID: 26 ID: 46
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17 15

57

Meg Whitman Steve Poizner Undecided

Meg Whitman Steve Poizner Undecided
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Whitman holds huge lead over Poizner heading into the primary
And thinking about the Republican primary for governor this June, if the Republican primary election for governor was 
held today and the candidates were businesswoman Meg Whitman and California State Insurance Commissioner Steve 
Poizner, for whom would you vote?

20

60

Note: Asked of registered Republicans and respondents who are registered as 
“decline to state” but indicated they usually vote in Republican primaries.

Whitman: +40
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26
31

2020

Extremely important Very important Somewhat important Not at all important
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Republicans torn on whether ‘true conservative’ is factor in vote

Now I'd like to ask you how important a factor it is that someone is a “true conservative” when considering who you will 
support for the Republican nomination for the U.S. Senate or Governor. Is that an extremely important factor when 
considering which candidate to support, a very important factor, a somewhat important factor, or is that not an important 
factor at all to you?

Note: Asked of registered Republicans and respondents who are registered as 
“decline to state” but indicated they usually vote in Republican primaries.

Important: 46 Not  too important: 51
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42

58

4546 44

31

Conservative Centrist Conservative Centrist Conservative Centrist

Also split on whether they want conservative or centrist candidates
Now something a little different. When considering whom to support for the Republican nomination for U.S. Senate or 
Governor, would you prefer a strong conservative candidate who can motivate Republicans, or do you prefer a more 
centrist candidate who has greater appeal to independent or unaffiliated voters?

Centrist: +4

Note: Asked of registered Republicans and respondents who are registered as 
“decline to state” but indicated they usually vote in Republican primaries.

Conservative: +27 Conservative: +1

Total Conservative Registered 
Republicans

Likely Republican Voters
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40

20

30

13
18 16

42
37

47

Brown Whitman Undecided Brown Poizner Undecided Brown Republican
candidate

Undecided

Jerry Brown The Republican Candidate Undecided

General election: Whitman and Brown tie; Brown strong vs. Poizner
And thinking about the general election for governor this November, if the general election for governor was held today 
and the candidates were (businesswoman Meg Whitman/California State Insurance Commissioner Steve Poizner)
and California State Attorney General Jerry Brown, for whom would you vote? 

Brown v. Whitman CombinedBrown v. Poizner

Note: Half-sample was given Meg Whitman as the Republican candidate, and the 
other half-sample was given Steve Poizner. 

41 44
53

22

47

33

Whitman: +3 Brown: +31 Brown: +14
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33
40

23

68

31

13 13
2017

37

53

9
Brown Whitman Und. Brown Whitman Und. Brown Whitman Und. Brown Whitman Und.

Jerry Brown Meg Whitman Undecided

Whitman stronger among Reps than Brown with Dems; DTS tied
And thinking about the general election for governor this November, if the general election for governor was held today 
and the candidates were businesswoman Meg Whitman and California State Attorney General Jerry Brown, for whom 
would you vote? 

Total RepublicansDemocrats

Note: Data from one half-sample that was given Meg Whitman as the Republican 
candidate.

41 44

58

27
18

70
Whitman: +3 Brown: +31 Whitman: +1

DTS

Whitman: +52

39 40
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41
35

48

18

33

15 14 16

59

40

26

17

Business Gov't Both Business Gov't Both Business Gov't Both Business Gov't Both

Background in business Background in government Both

Republicans, DTS voters want candidate with business background
When thinking about the candidates for governor, is it more important to you that a candidate for governor has a 
background working in business or is it more important to you that a candidate for governor has a background in 
government?

Total DTSRepublicansDemocrats

Business: +5 Government: +22 Business: +41 Business: +8
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Health care
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11
55

43

15
19

Employer provided Privately bought Medicare Medi-Cal Other Not covered

Nearly 90 percent of Californians covered by health insurance now
Are you, yourself, now covered by any form of health insurance or health plan -- either a private plan or a government 
health care program such as Medicare or Medi-Cal -- or do you not have health insurance at this time? 

Total Covered with Health Insurance: 87
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20 19

35

More likely Less likely No difference

Much more likely Much less likely No difference

Members who supported health care bill may see political benefits
As you may know, President Obama recently signed into law legislation to reform health care. Though the Senate is still 
debating this bill and may make some adjustments this week, thinking about your own Member of Congress and your 
Senator, if your Representative or Senator supported this bill to change the health care system would that make you 
more likely to support your Representative or Senator in November, less likely to support them, or would it not make 
much difference in your vote?

29

46

Total More Likely: +17
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47

26

12 13

41
33

Better off Worse off Don't know Yes No Don't know

Much better off Much worse off

Voters think health care benefits nation, but not as much personally

Effect on the Country Effect on Your Family

And, based on what you have seen, read or heard, do you 
think that you and your family will see benefits from this 
health care reform bill in the next few years, or not?

And, based on what you have seen, read or heard, do you 
think that the country overall will be better off or worse 
off because of this health care reform bill?

Better Off: +16 No: +6

52

36
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The economy of California
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28 31
38

26

36
31

Starting to
improve

At bottom, but not
getting better

Will still get worse Starting to
improve

At bottom, but not
getting better

Will still get worse

Californians more pessimistic about economic outlook than nationally
Now thinking about California's economy, do you believe the economy has already bottomed out and is starting to improve, 
is at the bottom but is not yet getting any better, or has the economy not yet bottomed out and will still get worse?

Total Seen Worst: 57 Total Seen Worst: 66

California National
Note: National data from Democracy Corps survey of 1,016 2008 voters conducted 
March 15-18, 2010. 
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45

15

35

46

31

18

Better off Worse off About the same Better off Worse Off About the same

Financial status worse than a year ago, grim about coming year

A Year Ago A Year From Now

Now looking ahead – do you think that a year from now you 
(and your family living there) will be better off financially, or 
worse off, or just about the same as now?

We are interested in how people are getting along financially 
these days. Would you say that you (and your family living 
there) are better off or worse off financially than you were a 
year ago?

Better – Worse: -27 Better – Worse: +16
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Same-sex marriage
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5251

43 40

Yes: Able to legally marry No: Should not be able to Yes: Able to legally marry No: Should not be able to

Same-sex marriage sees small bump in support

November 2009 March 2010

Do you think that same-sex couples should be allowed to become legally married in the state of California? 

Yes: +12Yes: +8
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40 39

66

26

67

52

26

Yes: Able to
legally marry

No: Should
not be able to

Yes: Able to
legally marry

No: Should
not be able to

Yes: Able to
legally marry

No: Should
not be able to

Yes: Able to
legally marry

No: Should
not be able to

Total RepublicansDemocrats Independents

Independents favor same-sex marriage by 15 points
Do you think that same-sex couples should be allowed to become legally married in the state of California? 

Yes: +12 Yes: +41 Yes: +15 No: +40
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Immigration
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18
26

22
30

Positive Negative Positive Negative

Very Positive Very Negative

Illegal immigrants seen as having more negative impact on economy

Immigration Illegal Immigration

38

49
40

48

Negative: +8Positive: +11

In your own opinion, do you think that immigrants mostly 
have a positive or negative impact on the economy in 
California?

In your own opinion, do you think that illegal immigrants
mostly have a positive or negative impact on the economy in 
California? 

Note: Half-sample was asked their opinion of immigrants while the other the other 
half-sample was asked about illegal immigrants. 
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48

64

66

68

33

30

32

63

67

16

0 25 50 75

Asian immigrants Latin American immigrants

Asian immigrants seen more favorably than those from Latin America

And now thinking about immigrants from (Asian/Latin American countries), which of the following characteristics 
apply to immigrants from Latin America?

Do very well in school

Work very hard

Have strong family values

Keep to themselves

Significantly increase the crime rate

Often end up on welfare

Note: Half-sample was asked their opinion of immigrants from Asian countries while 
the other the other half-sample was asked about immigrants from Latin America.
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14

44

46

31

75 50 25 0 25 50 75

Strongly oppose Strongly support
Support -
Oppose

Summary of support for immigration policy proposals
Now I am going to read you some different policies that some people may propose to handle immigration in 
our country. After I read each policy I would like you to tell me whether you support or oppose that policy.

Implement stronger enforcement at the border 
and design a temporary worker program that 
does not grant immigrants legal citizenship, 
but does allow them to legally work here for a 
specific period of time and then requires them 
to return to their country of origin. 

26 67

+4624 70

Implement stronger enforcement at the border 
and prohibit those here illegally from 
benefiting from any taxpayer-funded social 
services, including emergency room treatment 
and public education for children here illegally. 

47 45 -2

+41

Implement stronger enforcement at the border 
and set up a path to legalization for 
undocumented immigrants who admit they 
broke the law, perform community service, 
pay fines and back taxes and learn English.
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